  BODY DOUBLES FOR BARREL BROKERS?
While tasting barrel samples at Murphy-Goode, I spotted an ad for Laurier that featured a picture of Merry Edwards.

"Maybe it's been too long since I've seen Merry," I said to Chris Benz and Barbara Lindblom, "but has she cut her hair differently or something?'"

'"It's the hair," answered Barbara. "They got a hair double. I guess the way they see it is that if they can afford a full color ad in the Wine Enthusiast, they can afford a hair double."

"Whoa,where does this lead... will  all the women winemakers  eventually  get body doubles, like Angie Dickenson did? Or maybe Helen Turley will get Joan Rivers to record her message machine tape.('Can we talk? Only if you leave a message and say something naughty about barrels...') Who will get Jamie Lee Curtis? "

"Mel,"  Chris responded, "It's not us gals who need body doubles. It's you barrel guys."

"God bless Alain Fouquet," I thought. One of us hasn't gone to seed.  Then I talked to Duane Wall about this and it turned out he had already selected Danny DeVito to be his double. Mark Heineman tells me he hired Brad Pitt right after Thelma and Louise came out. Rich Davis says he has been making money doubling for Vincent Bouchard for years.

What should I do?? Hire Arnold?? No, he's known as the Austrian oak. Phil Burton can have him.  Clint Eastwood?? "Go ahead. Make my barrel.'   Woody Harrelson? Woody Allen? Ed Wood?  (Certainly you remember  Barrel Nine from Outer Space.)  My bookkeeper has suggested Lucky from the Coke commercial, but only on the condition that he works at the office and I call on accounts.

Anyway, here's the fun stuff....prices. By the way, 1995 could be a you-snooze-you lose- vintage and with the weather we've been having there may be two harvests.

