DO YOU LOVE BARRELS?
When other people are talking about DE filtration, are you thinking about the Bertranges forest? When other people are talking about natural yeast, do you wonder what kind of barrel would be best for batonage? When other people talk about canopy management do you wonder how the wine will taste out of an Allier heavy toast barrel??  When you see a new planting of pinot noir, do you think of Francois Freres? When you buy a bottle of Merlot do you hope the winemaker used Taransaud?

GET A LIFE!! That's what my wife keeps saying to me. But I can't help it. I can't help but think if Barry Bonds used air-dried bats made of Troncais oak, his batting average would go up fifty points. Every time I see that 'Do you love beer ad' on TV I think...Do you love wine? When other people are thinking about cafe au lait for breakfast are you thinking about pinot blanc?  When other people are reaching for Snapple are you eyeing the vintage Port selection?  Do you take frequent naps? 

That's why I'm in the wine business. Nobody serious would hire me so I work for French people who think I am a typical American.

Anyway, a lot of you who connected the dots have been calling me about barrels. Perhaps I did come off a bit strong so let me just say I simply want to give all of you who have supported me (and nobody else would so it's the least I can do) a chance to get your orders in before I take orders from new customers.

Don't forget that the French take three weeks off in August and they can't make all the barrels I sell in six weeks. So we need to plan ahead.

Noelle Francois just sent me an article on French oak  and stave production in France. In 1990 stave production was 33,000 M3...enough for 330,000 bbls. The next two years these numbers declined, when the wine business hit a snag.  That the wine business recovered is shown by the fact that  from 1993 to1994 barrels shipments to America rose 16,000 barrels.  My question: who sold all these barrels and who got the commission....Duane, was that you? How come I got left out?

The author of the article, J-P Lacroix, also notes that production from government run forests has remained stable but that when prices were down in the early '90s, private land owners kept their oak off the market. With prices having risen in 1994 and 1995 these owners should be back in the market now. Much of the private oak forest is what the french call 'taillis-sous-futaie' , which might be translated as 'copsewood under tall trees'. Traditionally the copsewood was used for firewood and the tall trees were used for buildings etc. How much of this wood is suitable for stave production is hard to say.

