     DO YOUR BARRELS LOSE THEIR FLAVOR

        IN THE WINE CELLAR OVERNIGHT??

If you remember the song “Does your chewing gum lose its flavor on the bedpost overnight?’ you are either my age or spend entirely too much time listening to the radio when you could be buying barrels. During the Great Depression saving on chewing gum was quite important. With the money a man saved on chewing gum he could save enough money to feed a family. Chewing gum that kept its flavor meant big savings. These days chewing gum is inexpensive and even a poor man can throw away his chewing gum after an hour’s chew without incurring financial problems.
You can ask the same question about your barrels. Do they lose their flavors quickly?  Do you get a sweet toasty flavor the first year and a harsh dull one the second?? If you buy good barrels, they will give you good flavors the first year, the second year, the third year and so on. If you buy barrels that lose their flavor after the first vintage, you’ve paid too much. Resale value of used barrels is important. A good make of used barrels will fetch more than a brand of barrel that you bought because it looked good to your CFO.
I would prefer that you just take my word for it and just buy barrels from me. This strikes me as perfectly reasonable. But if you don’t believe me, then you should be tasting wines that you have aged in new and second use barrels.  That way you’ll know if your barrels lose their flavor in your cellar overnight! Don’t forget to give the wine time in the barrel before tasting. We always say that six months is important for the first taste. By then the qualities of the toasting are giving way to the qualities of wood.
TROUBLES ON THE HIGH SEAS :This year we have seen lots of containers arriving much later than originally announced. This is a great way to make friends with winemakers who had planned on fermenting chardonnay in barrel or putting reds through ML in barrel.

Quite by accident I sat with an executive of a large shipping company at a bar mitzvah recently. He told me it was going to get worse before it got better.  There is a perpetual traffic jam in Southern California docks that causes backups everywhere. So, this year we all must plan ahead.

2005 FRANCOIS FRERES HUNGARY PRICES

Every year our sales of Francois Freres Hungary barrels go up dramatically. This is a phenomenon not hard to understand if you have a Champagne taste and a beer budget. For three year air dry, please note that for orders received by mid March there is no up charge. For orders received after that date, there is a $15 up charge per barrel. Of course, these three year air dry barrels are first-come, first-served, so don’t wait until May to place your order:
Barrel description:                  Less than container load:            Container:
Bordeaux:

225 Liter Export                          $490                                                     $470

225 Liter export thin stave        $490                                                     $470

Chateau Tradition                    $550                                                     $525

Chateau Ferre                           $530                                                     $510
Burgundy:

228 Liter export                         $490                                                     $470

228 Liter Traditional                  $535                                                     $515

228 L Prestige Pinot                  $565                                                     $545

Larger Sizes:
265 Liter                                     $515                                                     $490

300 Liter                                     $568                                                     $538

350 Liter                                     $615                                                     $575

400 Liter                                     $690                                                     $660

500 Liter                                     $727                                                     $695

We will have Francois France and Taransaud prices soon.

As always, barrel prices are FOB warehouse Napa.  Container prices include delivery for wineries in California.  There is an up charge for container delivery to wineries in Oregon and Washington.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

