     IF YOUR WINE WERE RAPED AND MURDERED BY A WINE WRITER,PRIVATE 

     WOULD YOU STILL BE OPPOSED TO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT?

     Well, if we elected  people according to their tastes in wines and      spirits, Lloyd Bentsen would be President.According to news reports, Dan    Quayle is afraid of wine and only drinks Michelob. Mike Dukakis can make a      glass last all night (not too good for your wine‑by‑the‑glass programs)      and as far as we can tell,George Bush drinks whatever they do at   truckdriving schools. Lloyd Bentsen, on the other hand, likes Chardonnay,      preferably barrel‑fermented. Hard to believe that a man from Texas would      drink anything 'oaky' but the Wine Spectator never lies.

     Anyway,  the beer‑drinking truck‑driving Republicans  stompedthe white    wine and jalepeno quiche crowd. And I, for one, must say that I am mighty      disappointed by the election campaign.Are the most important issues of our      day  the Pledge of Allegiance, Willie Horton, and the right of teenagers      in Watts to carry Uzis?  Dismissed as  minor issues are such details as      the environment and the economy. To me our environment is really      important. You see, if acid rain continues unabated, where am I going to      get oak? And if nobody does anything about the greenhouse effect, all of      you will have to think about growing rice. And if you all started making      sake, I'd have a difficult time talking you into ageing rice wine in      mesquite barrels . I'd probably have to get a job!

     BARRELS BARRELS BARRELS

     Tonnellerie Taransaud:

     3 Burgundy barrels, Center of France, medium toast: $415ea

     7‑500 liter puncheons: $825 ea

     These puncheons are made from 36 mm thick Troncais oak. Medium toast.

     10‑Bordeaux chateau barrels: $425 ea

     5 Burgundy Limousin barrels, medium toast: $392 ea

     3 Burgundy Limousin barrels, heavy toast: $392 ea

     9 Bordeaux export barrel, thin‑staves: $395 ea

     This is what is left of my allocation for 1988. I won't have any more      barrels from Taransaud again until next Spring.

     Francois Freres:

     In spite of the small crop, business is brisk. I have 100 barrels      scheduled to arrive mid December. I have Limousin, Alliers, and Nevers.    barrels coming in then. Price: $415ea

     USED BARRELS:

     Acacia: 2 year old Pinot Noir barrels, mostly Francois: $160 each

     Far Niente: One use Bordeaux chateau barrels: $215 ea

     Ehlers Lane:'83 vintage,white, 500‑liter puncheons: $100

     '84 vintage white puncheons: $120

     '84 red barrels: $90

     '83 vintage red barrels: $60

     Perret: 29 1‑year old white barrels, Francois, no ml, $280 each

     Grgich‑Hills: a wide variety of red and white barrels. Ask for details.

     Jordan: 2 year old white Taransaud barrels, Limousin oak, used 12 months 

     total, ml+: $200 each

     3 year old Francois Freres, similar to above: $125 ea

     WINE THIEVES: I just got another shipment of fancy French wine thieves. 

     $15 each.

     HOOP DRIVERS: Made in Philadelphia by 100% Americans (none of them 

     liberals): $45.

     AU‑PAIR GIRLS: A new item here at Knox Industries. Would your family like  a delightfully pert and perky French girl to help with the kids? (no  bachelors need apply, please.) Noelle Francois has several friends whose      daughters would like to spend a year in California perfecting their      English. Let me know if you are interested.

     HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM EVERYONE HERE AT KNOX INDUSTRIES

