KNOX FOR GOVERNOR:

VOTE EARLY AND OFTEN

When I learned that Arnold’s favorite wine was Gruner Veltliner, which he mostly drinks during special ‘workouts’ at the gym, I decided to throw my hat in the ring. Unless Indian Bingo-and-Barbera nights become big, Cruz Bustamente is just no help. Vin Gris Davis only drinks broccoli wine while he’s on his treadmill. The California wine industry needs somebody at the helm of our great state whose only special interest lies in making sure that our wine industry is strong and healthy. 

Here is my platform:

1.  Wine stamps: We have seen how successful food stamps have been. When poor people start comparing vintages, we’ll be on the road to recovery. My opponents complain  that these stamps will only be redeemable by people who buy barrels from me, but I ask you:  would  the people of our state be free of terroirism if they were forced to drink inferior products??  The people deserve the best. Our federal government spends $4,000 per American to support cotton, tobacco, peanuts etc. but not one damned penny for the fine wine producers of our country.

2. Invade Oregon and Washington. I have secret proof that these people have WMDs (Wines of Mass Delight). Allegations that we are really after their water are ridiculous and un-patriotic.

3. Mandatory barrel ageing for all liquids where words relating to wood are used. Budweiser would be aged in real beech tanks. Any root beer company (or real beer company for that matter) talking about  ‘barrels’ or ‘casks’ would have to sit down with Duane Wall. 

4. Educational reform. Many young people finish high school and even college without learning anything about barrels. Tests reveal that our young people don’t understand the relationship between toasting and air-drying or even the different species of oak used to make barrels. 

For example, how many of our young people can answer the following questions? 

1. True or False: The longer oak staves are dried, the less toasty the wine will taste, even though the toasting regimen is the same??

2. True or False: Oak forests in Hungary and other Eastern European countries contain the same species of oak as in France?

3. This is a ‘match the person with the forest’ question. For example, when Didier Dagueneau races his sled dogs near his house, they (the dogs, maybe Didier as well)provide nutrients to the Bertranges forest. So if I asked you to match forest to person, Didier would match up with Bertranges.  Match the closest forest to one of the homes of the following:

Forest:   
                                                                    Person:

Mark Twain State Forest                                               Jacques Chirac    

Citeaux                                                                          Leroy McGinnis

Fontainebleau                                                                Max Gigandet                                                         

Darnay                                                                           Andre Ostertag Chize                                                                             Henry Work                                                                 

RL Stevenson                                                                Veronique Laidet

Sarthe                                                                             Gerard Depardieu

4. Arnold calls himself the ‘Austrian oak’ but which of the following countries have more cubic meters of standing inventory of oak than Austria:)Hungary b)Poland c)Bulgaria  d)Turkey e)all of them?? f)who knows?

5. This is a ‘you’re the winemaker’ quiz. For example, if your barrels are two quarts low, what would you do?? a)start a solera  and make sherry b)complain to the guy who sold the barrels to you that the barrels leak c)top up (Answer is all of the above.)

5A: You have more wine than you planned for and need new barrels. You

have the choice of a)ordering three year air dried Francois-Hungary Bordeaux barrels in stock b)waiting one month for new Francois Freres barrels c)wait until late December for new Taransaud barrels d)phone our office and see what might be available..e)all of the above.

Remember, whenever and wherever fine elections are held, vote for Mel early and often.

WINE STAMPS NOW!!

GO GIANTS!!
