KNOX TO DELIVER BARRELS OVER INTERNET

‘ANY MORON CAN SELL B2B-KNOX DELIVERS!’

As much as all of you love George Kolbert of Napa Valley Trucking

I once made the mistake of thinking  that he was expendable. Knox Industries actually tried to leapfrog this silly  website business  straight past B2B (A year ago I would have said ‘It’s B and B you dummy.’) into ‘Make sure there is plenty of space around your PC…Big barrels are coming through. Get that DeScanner ready.’  With the gang at  Domaine du Val d’IPO  we ran a test program featuring  MelVan, the barrel direct program. First we got a  DBL (Direct Barrel Line), about 800 hours of time from some high priced computer genius and a computer made out of naturally air-dried oak. We were going to beat Duane in the battle to see who could deliver barrels directly over the internet. Tensions ran high.

Little did I know there was a bug in the software (Vern Singleton always advised using kiln-dried staves to kill wood bores.)  and to the horror of everyone at Val D’Ipo out popped a barrel crossed with  a wine writer. The barrel/writer kept telling the winemaker what to do and where he went wrong (‘Don’t fine me, you idiot. I am already pretty damned fine!” “Keep me away from that pump or I’ll dock you ten points”

“Where’s Helen?  Dammit. If somebody is going to stir me, it’s going to be a wine goddess.”  I  cancelled  the program because  I know that none of you winemakers  like being told what to do.

So, In the meantime we will use snail mail to send out our newsletters and   Napa Valley Trucking and C-Line trucks to deliver barrels. Here are prices:

Francois Freres Oregon:

18 month air dry: $399/barrel

24 month air dry: $425/barrel

36 month air dry: $500/barrel

All prices FOB warehouse Napa.

We actually have a fair amount of 36 month air dry. The results are fantastic. For all the barrels results get better and better. We just did a tasting at a large winery in Sonoma County, where the one doggy sample came from a very expensive French barrel and the Oregon barrels shined. Of course, the same thing happened at the same winery last year, only with a different French cooper looking bad!

Francois Freres St Romain.

Our ‘pigs to the trough’ system is working quite well and so far we have motored through all the early delivery spots and are heading towards summer delivery time. As I had that flu, which a lot of you had, yours truly is a little late in getting the work done but we are getting there.

Prices range from 3820 FF (container) to 4050 FF (1 Barrel).

Recently we have noted many  wineries who are using Francois Freres barrels for Cabernet and Merlot with more than a little success. And why not?? The wood is high quality and well-seasoned. Now that Bordeaux cooperages are toasting barrels until the toast is visible from the outside, Francois Freres barrels taste downright classic!

Tonnellerie Taransaud:

When we put prices in our last newsletter some of you assumed that we had barrels for everyone. Sorry about that. So I am just giving you prices for barrels that might still be available:

350 L Center of france…5300 FF

350 L Forets Diverses…..5300 FF

400 L Forets Diverses…..5680 FF

225 L Forets Diverses…...3890FF

Note: These prices are FOB warehouse Napa.

Most of these barrels are spoken for by traditional clients or by people who have been on the waiting list over five years. 

NEW PURCHASE ORDER SYSTEM

We have been installing new software at Knox Industries so by the end of the year we will have caught up to the early ‘90s. In the meantime some of you may be caught between the old typed purchase order forms and the new system. John Thacher of Cuvaison has actually complained that since the barrels are made by hand, the PO forms should be typed by hand. And I agree: Why not a certificate written with quill on hand-made paper? Oh you wanted that confirmation this year??

Please make sure you did not slip through the cracks and that you have either a confirmation on the old typed form or the new computer-generated form. NEVER FORGET THAT THESE COMPUTERS ARE ONLY AS GOOD AS THEIR OPERATORS AND MOST OF YOU KNOW WHO THE BIG OPERATOR IS AT KNOX INDUSTRIES.

