KNOX PROPOSES NEW CONSTITUTIONAL LAWS

TO PRESERVE SANCTITY OF MARRIAGE
                         Civilization is saved!

Here in San Francisco a lot of brouhaha has been created by our current mayor, who has allowed the marriage of gays and lesbians. Given his experience in the wine and food industry, I am sure that part of his goal was to create depletions for all of you and he seems to have succeeded. Restaurants near City Hall did great business. And in Oregon both Multnomah and Benton counties are trying to sell Oregon wine this way.

 Some people are unhappy, and include me in this group, because we feel our mayor, and the county leaders in Oregon, have not gone far enough to preserve the sanctity of marriage. Here are our proposals:

1. Marriages performed by Elvis impersonators are no longer valid. Only marriages performed by Elvis himself count. If Melvis  is sighted, the groom must buy a barrel from him. 

2. Before any wealthy person takes a trophy spouse, this person  must build a winery in the Napa Valley, Walla Walla, or near 99 West between Salem and Portland.  The couple must agree on a marketing director, architect, and interior designer before the marriage can be performed. Winemaker optional.

3. Any recording artist, movie star or sports star who gets married and divorced in less than a week must  have all tattoos, facelifts and artificial body parts removed.

4. The playing of any song by the Carpenters  or Whitney Houston before, during  and after the wedding is strictly forbidden.

5. Marriage between kiln-dried staves and young wines and/or must is strictly forbidden.

Other news: I have been given an extra allocation of Taransaud large size barrels. See Taransaud listings for details.

Hungarian barrels: my jibe about these barrels being allocated turns out not to be a joke. Get your orders in now! 

Taransaud pre harvest orders: last call! Get those orders in!
BARREL BROKERS OF AMERICA RE-NAME 

FRENCH FORESTS, REIGN OF TERROIR OVER
Some people thought it was just plain silly when the House of Representatives re-named French Fries ‘Freedom Fries’, as in freedom from unclogged arteries, Doing our part  we have renamed the forests and before George Bush finds WMDs in the Jupilles forest, here is the list:
Before:                 After:

Allier                      American oak*

Vosges                  Victory

Limousin               Liberty

Nevers                   Never  Forget!

Bertranges            Kingsford   

Troncais                Ronald Reagan Memorial  Redwood Grove

*Now you can use American oak and still drink your wine.
2004 Francois Freres Prices:
Although prices of oak and labor keep going up in France, Jean Francois recognizes that you are getting squeezed on costs and is doing his best to help. Our Euro prices have not gone up for two years.

May delivery: 600 Euros

Everyone loves these low prices, so act quickly. It’s first come, first served. It takes thirty days for the barrels to cross the ocean so don’t delay.

June/July/August:

1-10 barrels: 660 Euros

11-24: 650 Euros 

25-49:  640 Euros

50-74:  635 Euros

75-99: 630 Euros

100-124   620 Euros

125-149: 615  Euros

150+:  600 Euros
All prices FOB Napa except for full containers. There is a 15 Euro up charge for Troncais and a 20 Euro up charge for  wood hoops.


Three year old wood: We will have some barrels (both Bordeaux and Burgundy shape) available in three year old wood at a slight up charge. Limited quantities are available so please contact us about this. THESE ARE GREAT WITH BORDEAUX VARIETIES.

TARANSAUD PRICES 2004
Prices are FOB warehouse American Canyon. Storage of barrels for more than one month billed at $5 per barrel per month. For large container we can deliver to the winery and save you money if you take the barrels off the container so we don’t have to unload it.

Bordeaux:

225 L Center of France export………….………...700€

225 L Center of France export thin stave……….691€

225 L Export Forets Diverses……………….…….…666€

225 L Chateau Ferre, Center of France…………715€

225 L Chateau, Full-tilt boogie………………..…...725 €

Burgundy:
Export Center of France…………………..………..689 €

LARGE BARRELS,  

Cigare, 300 L, Center of France…………..…….……...838€

350 L, Center of France……………………….…..916 €

350 L, Forets Diverses……………..…………….….884€

400 L, Center of France……………………………980 €

500L, Center of France……………………..…….1315 €

I did just get an extra allocation of larger sized barrels  (350 L, 400 L and 500 L) for November/December shipments. I may  also have extra Burgundy barrels for July shipment and more  Bordeaux export barrels for December.

For Taransaud I must turn in all my pre-harvest delivery orders in by the end of April, so if you do want more let me know now and we will see what we can do. If I don’t hear from you by mid April I will assume your interest has waned. 

Francois Hungary:

All of a sudden my joke about allocating Hungarian barrels has turned into reality. We are getting low on these so get your orders in asap!
Prices: all prices FOB warehouse Napa

225 or 228 L export barrel…………………………………$460/each 

225 L  Bordeaux chateau ferre…………………………$500/each

225 L chateau with all the trimmings…………………..$520/each

What the heck…splurge!

265 L barrel………………………………………………   $485/each 

500 L barrel………………………………………………...$690/each 

Container sized orders?? Let’s talk!

OREGON OAK:

36 month air dried………………………………………….$500/each

Next issue: performance enhancers for winemakers…MELCO is here to help!
Our agents outside California: Folks in Oregon, BC and Washington can contact Rick de Ferrari for all their Francois Freres barrel needs. On the East Coast contact Morten Hallgren  for your Francois Freres barrel needs.  

Morten Hallgren: Phone: 607-868-4884; e mail: vinifera @empacc.net

Rick de Ferrari: 503 472 8883/email: rdefer9334@aol.com
