KNOX GETS LITERARY....

TIME FOR ANOTHER NEWSLETTER
I was lurking around looking for an idea. I found one in a book about one of my favorite writers, Georges Simenon, who was born at the turn of the century in Liege, Belgium. Back then this town was closer in spirit to the Middle Ages than to modern times. 

One of the local street peddlers collected urine, which he saved in a barrel. When the barrel was full, he sold its contents to dyers. Then the inside of the barrel was scraped for phosphorus. Of course, my first reponse was to fax Bill Dyer a note saying how business had changed...Now we sell barrels to Dyers, not their contents to dyers..

Then I called Phil Burton and told him I had some Belgian barrels that needed shaving.

And when this guy had a complaint it was bigtime: "Seriously, Mr. Knox, stave thickness is very important. I don't care a damned about tannin polymerization. I am really  upset about those leakers. No more thin stave barrels!"

I decided to write up something about how different barrel salesmen approached this Belgian peddler...I'd invite him to a ball game, perhaps the place for him to be around the 6th inning. But after that the idea went nowhere.

I was pretty depressed until an article in Wines and Vines came along. Since I've already mined the Expectorator ("Lifestyles of the Rich and Vinous"..."Jim Clendenen-Billionaire Winery Owner...Not!") for all its worth, this was good news.  Sandy  Hiaring says that politics and wine don't mix while Larry Walker raises the issue of boycotting the French over nuclear tests ...tests that in my opinion just  might ruin Antipodean vineyards, an important source of barrel sales in the off-season.

Personally I am  against boycotting  French wines, at least  until my '93 Burgundies get in and/or business here gets a lot worse. I would have really appreciated it if Chirac had waited for sales to slow down before dropping the big one. On the other hand I am boycotting Nike and Pepsi for their support of the Dallas Cowboys. Or is it Coke and Reebok?

How about advertisements showing Norwegians using Australian wines as lamps?  Let's remind people exactly where it was these bombs were exploded. Tell people how  Cloudy Bay just got a 90 in the Wine Advocate... Strontium 90!! Make this boycott work both ways! If we're clever we can stick it to the Chileans too. We'll get Chateau Ste. Michelle to run maps showing how both Chile and Australia are on the same planet.

Of course, we have to be careful. Presidents Gringich and Limbaugh might make  acid rain  mandatory and then the Canadians might get ticked off and  bingo there goes our biggest export market. And I don't want to think about what those crypto-Commies in Sweden and Holland might get upset over. 

And what if different states got into the act? Suppose New York decides to boycott California grapes or wines  over some union deal.....nah...never happen.

Francois Freres: Barrels are due here at the end of the month. We'll have a variety of forests and toast levels. We should also have some smaller barrels unless they get sold out first! .  The barrel price will be 3100 FF FOB warehouse. Francois will probably hold off on any price hike until next Spring. 

At this year's wood auctions prices were up at least 10% so barrel prices will eventually get hiked. 

Taransaud:  I am sold out until April so perhaps this is a bit academic.  Wintertime prices are up 4% because of the  oak prices going up. Taransaud figures that if people won't pay 4% more for barrels they won't buy any more wood.

Don't forget that we are featuring 'forets divers' barrels. These barrels are made from open-grained wood from the forests of Nevers, Allier, Vosges, and Limousin. The wood is aged over four years and the barrels are attractively priced. People talk about creating compexity of flavors with different barrel sources and these barrels could help with this process.

Finally, if you are interested in wood tanks or ovals, don't forget to give me a call.

Three coopers at Taransaud won 'Meilleur Ouvrier de France' awards in 1994. This is like having Triple Crown, MVP, and Cy Young winners all playing for the Giants....not very likely and pretty rare. Taransaud makes tanks with wood over four years old.

Remember,it's always nice to have  something to be tank-ful for around Thanksgiving.

Happy Holidays,

Mel  Knox                                                                                     
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