SOME OF YOU INTERPRETED MY 

CHRISTMAS CARD AS A CRY FOR PEACE
When the reality of it was that I was just trying to get part of the war budget for my suppliers. I’m quite willing to trade wine barrels for pork barrels. Certainly that would help us in getting the French vote at the UN.  Moreover, if the barrels were filled with wine it would be a win-win. The Iraqis would say, ‘Hey this is damned fine stuff. We’ll give up our WMDs (Weapons of Mass Destruction) for cult wines and move to Palm Springs.  Who says Iranians get to hog the best discos in LA??’   Wine prices would firm up and the normal madness could resume.  Once again multi-millionaires would feel safe to build barrel-stuffed monuments to themselves and everything would be right with the world, at least mine.

Recent anti-French comments in the papers lately have made me think of AXR1. French viticulturalists told us that AXR would not resist phylloxera but they were dismissed as a bunch of people who made wine just like their grandfathers. American viticulturalists who took the French position on this were trashed as ‘frog-symps’ or, worse yet, as Francophiles.

Billions of dollars later –and couldn’t you use some of that money right now—the French position has been vindicated. If they had only warned us about Viet Nam we could have ignored that too.

SOME OF YOU INTERPRET MY PUBLISHING TARANSAUD PRICES AS PROOF THAT I HAVE BARRELS TO SELL

I can tell you that if you did not get Taransaud  barrels last year there is not much hope for this year. My allocation is pretty much the same as what I got last year, although the mix has been changed. I will be getting fewer Forets Diverses barrels this year and will have to make do with Center of France barrels. So many folks who have loved the FD barrels will have to switch. If they would rather fight than switch, there may be room for new clients.

TARANSAUD TANKS: These tanks are for peaceful use and if Saddam Hussein wants to install some—maybe to take a Baath—the UN inspectors have given pre-approval even though the range on these is quite long—as far as Napa, Australia, Chile, Italy and even France. Perhaps it is because the wood is pre-certified free of TCA and TeCA related compounds.
Taransaud merits special Bureau Veritas  certification: The normally reticent – usually because he has a tough time interrupting me—Jean-Pierre Giraud has asked me to remind you that Bureau Veritas not only certifies Taransaud’s claims regarding air-drying but also certifies that the wood is 100% French. This means that Bureau Veritas looks not only at what Taransaud does but also checks out what the wood suppliers are doing.

TARANSAUD PRICES 2003

Prices are FOB warehouse American Canyon. Storage of barrels for more than  one month billed at $5 per barrel per month. For large container we can deliver to the winery and save you money if you take the barrels off the container so we don’t have to unload it.

Bordeaux:

225 L Center of France export………….………...700€

225 L Center of France export thin stave………....691€

225 L Export Forets Diverses……………….….…666€

225 L Chateau Ferre, Center of France…………...715€

225 L Chateau, Full-tilt boogie…………………...725 €

Burgundy:
Export Center of France…………………………..689 €

LARGE BARRELS,  EVEN MORE HIGHLY  ALLOCATED

Cigare, 300 L, Center of France……………….…..838€

350 L, Center of France……………………….…..916 €

350 L, Forets Diverses………………………….….884€

400 L, Center of France……………………………980 €

500L, Center of France……………………..…….1315 €

I have but 70 or so of the larger barrels this year.

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE IF WAR IMPACTS FREIGHT RATES

Final comment: Many of you have asked me where the ‘Barrels, not Bombs’ idea came from. In this case it was trusted aide Moke Berg who came up with the idea. The parachutes were my idea. As always, Bob Johnson—ever happy to design your wine labels-- did the drawing.

