WILL GIANTS WIN THEIR DIVISION??PRIVATE 

WHAT'S MORE IMPORTANT, TERROIR OR BARRELS??

ALL THE DIRT THAT FITS WE PRINT
It's harvest time. Do you know where your barrels are?? 

While you are answering this question, we have several important topics to discuss:

1. League Championship tickets. Will the Giants stave off the Braves??

If they do, I will have a few tickets available. I share four seats with eight other guys so we will all be fighting over who gets what. Whatever I get, I have to give up because I will be out of town (I didn't want to jinx the Giants by not buying my airplane tickets).  So: I am going to have a drawing. Send me your business card if you want to participate.

2. Terroir vs Winemaker. Those of you who attended the International Pinot Noir celebration in McMinnville got to egg on Bobby Kacher and Clive Coates as they took turns insulting each other's intelligence in a silly debate over terroir versus winemaking. Clive thinks that the two are divisible, as though vineyards sprouted up in Burgundy like old growth forests and that the big question is proper forestry management.Bobby correctly pointed out that many domaines in Burgundy made poor wine for decades until being revitalised by new management. Clive responded that this is merely an example of improperly 'husbanded' terroir. 

Nobody seems to have remembered that vineyards don't just sprout up, as if Jean VieillesVignes (the French version of Johnny Appleseed) had left his mark on limestone soil by cleverly grafting selected clones onto selected rootstock and then planting the vines meter by meter. We all know that Burgundians arrived at a lot of conclusions about grape growing after centuries of trial and error. And, right or wrong, they are still doing vineyard experiments.

Where does 'terroir' stop and 'winemaking' begin??What would happen to Burgundian terroir if they switched from meter by meter to 8 x 12?? Most of you have seen the results of leaf pulling, new clones, new spacing programs.Separating the 'somewhereness' and the 'someoneness' in wine calls for a sharper razor than I own. "Someone" is always influencing "somewhere"  either stupidly (by adding potassium to the soil, over-cropping, under-cropping, etc.) or intelligently (none of you needs help here). 

Making fine wine is not merely a question of 'proper husbandry'. What makes for 'proper husbandry'is open to question.  Maybe we give winewriters simple answers rather than bother with complications, but we all know better.Some of the more inquisitive writers are discovering about improperly husbanded oak but let's not tell Clive. 
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