FATHER CRUSH IS GETTING DRESSED

DO YOU HAVE YOUR BARRELS ORDERED??

Once again, we have to remind people to look in their desks and make sure the barrel confirmations are there. It happens every year. Maybe one page of a two page fax came through to our office. Maybe Moke used your Purchase Order to write down the phone number of one of his girlfriends and it never got to Sally. This happens all the time.

We still have a few Francois barrels available and some in stock. I am not sure how much longer this will be true. SEE THE PRICE LIST FOR A SPECIAL OFFERING OF BARRELS MADE FROM THREE YEAR OLD WOOD.

My Taransaud barrel allocation has been exhausted and it looks as though it will not grow next year. One thought: sign up for their Chene Club and perhaps you will find clues on how to increase your allocation. Log on to www.taransaud.com and sign up for the Chene Club. This is almost as good as belonging to a chene gang.

Over Memorial Day weekend I spent three days visiting Hungary, where the Francois family purchased half interest in a stave mill and cooperage two years ago.  With a group that included Americans, French, South Africans, and Hungarian-Americans we visited most of the country. Indeed, another four or five hours on the bus and we could have visited about   ten countries!

The first day  we boarded a double decker bus and headed south to the cooperage and stave mill. As a young boy I had been profoundly impressed by the Hungarian uprising of 1956 and  we debated whether American intervention would have led to nuclear war.  Talking about this period of history with  Erica Molnar, who escaped to Austria when she was a little girl, really touched me.

The stave mill looks just like a French one…not too surprising since the equipment came from France. The cooperage is pretty up-to-date as well. The wood park is one of the largest I have seen. 

After all the visits, including a nice ride in a helicopter, the Trust people celebrated ten years of business  with a gala dinner featuring folk dancing, gypsy music, a traditional chanteuse, and finally a cover band singing ABBA’s ‘Waterloo’   and  the Melodians ‘Rivers of  Babylon.’ Naturally as soon as the party got really going, we had to get back on the bus. I guess the concept of  ‘for the good of the party’ has lost its meaning.

The next day we visited the forests. As in France, the forests are managed for long-term viability. This means that Hungarian oak will not be a short-lived phenomenon, as was Yugoslavian oak in the 70s.

The final day we visited wineries in Tokaj and discovered that fifty years of Communist rule had not eliminated  noble rot. Capitalist influence was seen in the form of foreign investment from AXA and Vega Sicilia, not to mention winemaker studies in California and Oregon. On the drive back to Budapest the South Africans sang hymns while Jacques Jaboulet meditated. 

Francois Hungary:

225 or 228 L export barrel…………………………………$440/each FOB Napa

265 L barrel………………………………………………   $465/each FOB Napa

500 L barrel………………………………………………...$690/each FOB Napa

Chateau barrels and other sizes are available   Quantity discounts available.

The wood for these barrels is well-dried and tight-grained. Results to date have been excellent.  What are you waiting for??

We now have agents all over the country

Morten Hallgren: Phone: 607-868-4884; e mail: vinifera @empacc.net

Rick  de Ferrari: 503 472 8883/email: rdefer9334@aol.com

2002 Prices for Francois Freres barrels::

1-10 barrels: 660 Euros/11-24: 650 Euros /25-49:  640 Euros

50-74:  635 Euros/75-99: 630 Euros/100-124   620 Euros

125-149: 615  Euros/150+:  600 Euros

All prices FOB Napa except for full containers.

There is a 15 Euro up charge for Troncais and a 20 Euro up charge for  wood hoops.

For barrels in stock (call for details): $560 each.

BONUS OFFER: Jean Francois has just informed me he has three year wood available, medium grain…660 EUROS.

OREGON OAK:

24 month… air dried……………………………………….$425/each

36 month air dried………………………………………….$500/each

The barrels made from wood three years in Oregon  are terrific.Every year all these barrels get better and better.

Taransaud Chene Club: Ever want to be part of a Chene Gang?? This is your chance. Log onto the Taransaud web site (www.taransaud.com) and enroll. General managers, winemakers, enologists, purchasing agents and even owners are eligible to join. 

Go Giants!

Mel Knox
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