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WHY ASK WHY??
Why do we read every day that the wine business is in the doldrums  when people keep calling me for barrels?  Why ask why?? Why did last year's harvest start on September 20 and this year on August 20??  Why ask why?? Why did somebody at  UC Davis tell you to sterile filter into kiln-dried barrels when UC Dijon said no?? Why ask why?

Maybe I have been watching too many beer commercials.Last time it was "no rock stars--no world tours" which I stole from a short-lived Heineken's commercial. Maybe we need more wine commercials. Perhaps something along the lines of 'why do French people drink like fish and eat like pigs and live better than we do?'...why ask why...Oops, sorry, I just stepped on the government's toes. No health claims. Now, where's that Swedish Bikini team when I need help??

Ever since I got my degree from eighth grade I have been trying to sell out. In the '60s it was a dirty word; nowadays it sounds pretty good. When I got my diploma in psychology--an incredibly practical subject --the only offer I got was from Yellow Cab. But today I am proud to say that I am sold out....maybe!! And there are plenty of high quality previously-used barrels available.

Here's what's cooking:

FRANCOIS FRERES:

Despite my protestations of being sold out, I usually hold back ten or twenty barrels as a fudge factor, since yours truly doesn't always write everything down. Feel free to call and see what I have around. Also, there are always a few cancellations.

Also, we have 15 and 30 gallon barrels that I keep forgetting to mention. I paid for them last January, so the prices are good:

15-gallon: $195 each; 30-gallon: $285 each.

I will have more barrels available around Halloween.

TONNELLERIE TARANSAUD:

I have six Limousin barrels available. $613 each. This wood has been air-dried four years.The trees were planted by Napoleon and personally harvested by Ronald Reagan, just before he left the White House.

Available mid October:

Export-thin barrels, Center of France oak, 2910 FF CIF Oakland.

These are the best  barrels for Bordeaux varieties. If you have not found out already, find out why so many people pay extra to get Taransaud quality.

PREVIOUSLY USED BARRELS:

Acacia:

2 yr old whites: $280 each

Carmenet:

1990 Chateau barrels, red....$220;1989 red chateau bbls: $125

Chalone: '88 red barrels: $80; '88 whites: $105 each;

'89 reds: $130 each; '89 whites: $155. Mostly Francois Freres and Sirugue. Call for availability.

Edna Valley: 

3 yr old whites, ML+: $150 each

4 yr old whites, ML+: $100 each

El Molino:

One-use Francois Freres red barrels: $225 each

Two-use Francois Freres red barrels: $100 each

El Molino "uses" its barrels for 18 months for each wine. Thus a one-use barrel has had one Pinot Noir in it for 18 months. This is a small winery that doesn't have room to store used barrels, so they are offering them at a very fair price.

Far Niente:
3 yr old Burgundy barrels,ML-,white,  mostly Sirugue: $200 each

Used 21 months.

1990 chateaux barrels,used 19 months, red:$225 each

Harrison: 7079638726

One year old Taransaud barrels, white ML+: $350 each

Two year old Francois barrels, white ML+:  $250 each.

Quantities are limited.

Happy Harvesting,

Mel

PS: According to the New York Times (8-16-92) the Reverend Pat Robertson, the noted war hero, has published a book, The New World Order, in which he details how George Bush and Operation Desert Storm are part of a 'diabolic plot to destroy America. By submitting  to the UN and calling the world to its banner, President Bush was proclaiming the New World of the Antichrist."

Robertson did not mention that President Bush's son runs a baseball team  expected to co-operate with agents of Lucifer himself,the people who have offered $110 million for the Giants. Is it an accident that one of the backers of the Tampa Bay/St Pete group sold Anchor Glass to Vitro?? Where does it all end?? 

