SHOES  OR  BARRELS? 

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE??

I have long maintained that selling shoes and selling barrels  are virtually identical occupations. Most people have uniquely shaped feet (read ‘terroir’) , so the  secret is to get the customer/winemaker  to try on as many different shoes  (combinations of barrels and winemaking practices)  until he finds the right pair/barrels.  Of course,  the subject  of  women’s shoes is another  story, perhaps closer to selling $150 bottles of Pinot Noir to rich New Yorkers.

In both cases, the key thing is to tell everybody how great your shoes/barrels are and how they are worn or used by famous celebrity winemakers and how many points your shoes got in The ShoeSpectator.  At no time mention the infamous non-celebrity winemakers who wear your shoes.

The idea that buying shoes is a lot like buying barrels came to me the other day. Well-made shoes feel great, wear a long time and look good to boot. Good barrels taste good the first year, the second year, the third year, don’t leak and make you look good.  Both good shoes and good barrels cost more than the ordinary product but in the long run they are cheaper. In selling barrels, sometimes sales managers are my best friends, because they know that if a little more expense is put into the product, then they can cancel a few sales trips and forget about post-offs.

This leads me to the subject of Oregon oak barrels from Francois Freres. We mill this wood in Oregon at our  own stave mill. The wood is air-dried for 18 to 24  months. You can drive by the mill and see the wood dry. Given Oregon’s climate this takes longer than watching the grass grow. Then we send the staves to  Cuba,  Missouri, where Leroy McGinnis, the missing link between man and oak, supervises  the jointing of the staves and  sends the sets to Napa Demptos, where Will jamieson, the missing link between Eric Clapton and Jerome francois,  makes the barrels for us.

Our production of these barrels has gone from 200 in 1996   and 300 in 1997,  to 1000 in 1998 and 1400 in 1999.  This means I have to fit a lot of shoes.

As you must know by now, quercus garryana, aka Oregon white oak, is different from quercus alba. The xylem vessels lack tyloses, so the wood must be miiled following the grain. It cannot be quarter-sawn or the barrels will leak.  The lack of tyloses is a good thing for barrel flavor.  Results made with wines aged in Oregon oak barrels made from PROPERLY DRIED STAVES reveal  toasty, spicy  and intense  flavors  with excellent structure and texture. In other words, no harsh tannins. The flavors are quite intense, so perhaps one would use fewer new barrels. 

As some of you know, I am involved in several commercial wine projects. Each one has a point to make:

1. Ici la Bas: Oregon Pinot Noir and Francois Freres barrels…not a stretch perhaps  but fun nonetheless

2.  Hamacher ‘Forets Diverses’ Chardonnay  and Shooting Star ‘Forets Diverses’ Carignan…Taransaud Forets Diverses barrels can help make terrific chardonnay in Oregon and help save the Carignan here in California.

3.  From L’Uvaggio di Giacomo: La Pantera Barbera: oregon oak and red varieties such as Barbera, Zinfandel, and Nebbiolo can be natural partners. We use around 20% new oak and the results are sensational. Read about this wine on www.Winetoday.com. Then order the barrels.

We have also tasted excellent chardonnay, pinot, cabernet, and merlot made in these barrels. So these shoes do fit a lot of feet.

Spring delivery:

18 month old oak: $425/barrel

24 month old oak: $475/barrel

Summer and Fall:

18 month old oak: $450/barrel.

24 month old oak: $500/barrel.

Francois Freres de France:

Barrels are selling briskly. I just hope we have enough. These barrels are easier to sell than to make.

Summer delivery price:  3890 FF per barrel. Of course, there are quantity discounts and up charges for wooden hoops and troncais. Act soon!

Tonnellerie Taransaud: 

The folks at Taransaud  get annoyed  when other  cooperages  advertise   the fact that they employ ex-Taransaud employees. In one case the fellow had actually  worked for Garnier, a sister company.  I say:  Maybe this is a sign  Taransaud is doing something right.  How many people brag they employ people  who used to work for  Duane?  (Will tells me that Duane is his role model. I thought Jeff Beck was his role model. Poor Barbie)!)  Also, we will remind  everyone that  only with   Taransaud  do you get products made  by  genuine  Taransaud employees!  By the way, the Taransaud rep in South Africa sells shoes in the off-season. I wonder if the shoe company ……

Prices: Look at the last newsletter. We do have 400 liter Forets Diverses barrels available at 4850 FF. 

